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PREFACE
This is how we appear-suddenly, in appropriate time and with rich quality and quantity of information. The present edition is a typical continuation of the SMART SERIES that encourage students, their teachers and other readers to grow in the smart way in the respective fields. The tasks, activities and contents included in this volume are—as usual— innovative, interactive and effective. Careful attention has been focused on making decent balance between the theoretical and practical issues of language research. A great deal of examples and illustrations may help students conceptualize the contents presented in different chapters and sections of the book. Essentially, this is a course book for B.Ed. IV year Major English course entitled 'Research Methodology in English Education'.
[image: ]Clearly organized into six separate chapters this book covers basic theoretical concepts and practical activities involved in the language research. It focuses both doing and writing processes of research. Chapter One is concerned with basic concepts of research including definitions, characteristics, paradigms, types and application. The second chapter is focused on different components of research including research problems, questions, objectives, literature review, sampling, data collection and data analysis. Chapter Three deals with the methods of data collection, and Chapter Four elaborates the basics of various research designs including survey, experimental research and action research. Chapter Five talks about the what and how aspects of data analysis process. And the final unit deals with the techniques and procedures of writing the research report.
Just like other episodes of SMART EDITION, this book has attempted to address accurately the need of 21st century's smart generation of readers. Tasks and materials of the book may help the smart readers/ students to become smarter. Some of the most acclaimed features of the SMART EDITION include the following.
· SMART BEGINNING: This is a section with many different processing tasks and activities which are directly related with the chapter contents. This section is a type of pre-reading activity that appears before the main body of each chapter. It motivates and prepares the students to go into the contents of the main chapter. Different vocabulary activities, comprehension tasks and online activities included in this SMART BEGINNING section will arouse interests in students about learning and interacting. [image: ]
· SMART POINTS: This is a component of SMART EDITION that appears frequently in the middle of the main chapter, with the summarized and simplified version of the important points and issues.
· SMART TASKS: This component also appears frequently in the middle of the [image: ] chapters, with some focused tasks and research-oriented activities for the students. This includes several creative and innovative tasks for the students.

[image: ]SMART SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER: This is an important feature of
EDITION that helps to have a quick view of the whole chapter at the end of the main body of each chapter.
· GLOSSARY: This is a component that appears just after the SMART SUMMARY and presents the meanings of the technical terms used in the entire chapter.
· BASIC REFERENCES: This part appears in every chapter after Glossary and Presents the basic sources or references. The students may go through these references for any detail information about a topic if they need.
· FOCUSED EXERCISES: At the end of each chapter, three different exercises with [image: ] different sets of questions are given under the headings FOCUSED EXERCISE I, IIand [image: ]III.The question items may help students for practice and preparation of their tests.
[image: ]
· APPENDICES: This book presents different useful materials (such as syllabus, guidelines for practical exam, exam papers, etc.) at the end before Index as the appendices.
· INDEX: This appears at the end of the book, and presents a comprehensive list with page number of the major terms used in the entire book. This may help the readers to find out the intended content quickly.
I would like to thank and congratulate the entire family of Sunlight Publication including Mr. Ram Chandra Adhikari for their concrete contribution for the publication of this volume. Similarly, I must thank Mr. Jeeten Maharjan for his valuable efforts and creativity in the entire setting of this book.[image: ]
At last, but not least, I'd like to dedicate this book to my hard working, loving and inspiring parents, who despite the care of their own life, cared me and my study throughout their life.
Most importantly, I offer all credits of my entire work to my only almighty Godhead Balgyani Guru 'ADITYA'.
BIKASH SHARMA
August, 2018



NOTE FOR TEACHERS
· It is widely agreed that any information or knowledge, for getting it acquired, requires the learners to process it successfully. A proper processing is possible only when learners are fit in varieties of learning activities and tasks. They enhance repeated activation of the target knowledge or information.
· Bearing all these assumptions in mind, varieties of tasks and activities are designed in different sections of this book. Particularly, teachers are expected to facilitate their students with the issues given in the SMART BEGINNING section. We, as teachers, may also encourage our students to accomplish the tasks given in the sections such as SMART TASKS and FOCUSED EXERCISES. The teachers are also expected to facilitate the students for the presentation of their work in their groups or in the class.
· The smart generation of our students has led us to be more cooperative and supportive for them and their study. We are often expected to deal new and innovative activities even in the textbooks. The textbooks with different exercises and tasks will help the students engage successfully in the learning processes. So, this book includes different learning tasks that we as teachers have to emphasize, along with the additional materials and activities, during our lessons.
Focused exercises that appear at the end of each chapter are organized according to the possible teaching sequences. So, teachers may use these exercises as the homework for their students after completing each lesson of the given chapters. One set of the questions includes at least six items, and students should be instructed to complete each set within one week, i.e. at least one item a day. The following icons are used to refer to specific meanings and indications:
 Thoughtful and innovative activity with a sense of research and investigation. A reading and comprehension based activity that involves students in inner activation and processing.
An indication for more elaborated and focused references and resources.
[image: ] A symbol for closing the chapter with an impression that students need to engage [image: ] themselves in reading and learning activities.



NOTE FOR STUDENTS
· [bookmark: _GoBack]When you have chosen this book as one of the useful reference materials for your [image: ] academic career, please get ready to accomplish the tasks given for you. When you complete one task, obviously you may collect newer energy every time. You will be more motivated and curious to learn further things. Basically, enjoy the SMART BEGINNING and SMART TASKS.
· The tasks designed for you may help you be familiar with the contents that are introduced and elaborated in the main body of each chapter. If you pay attentional effort in the tasks, this may lead you towards better understanding and learning of the given content. This kind of learning may develop important insights and feelings in you about research, academic writing and academic development. Your faith on education will be enhanced. This will be your true learning. [image: ]
· The glossary given within the main text may help you find the intended meanings of [image: ] the technical terms. And, get the summarized version of the main text as conclusion in the SMART SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER.
· Please, try to visit the following websites so that you can improve your skills in English.

www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/ www.learningenglish.britishcouncil.org
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Chapter I
 Introduction: Basics of Research

Read the following definitions of the term 'research', and answer the questions that follow. Research is a systematic process of inquiry consisting of three elements or components:
(1) a question, problem, or hypothesis (2) data (3) analysis and interpretation of data. (Nunan, 2010, p. 2)
Research is the study of an event, problem or phenomenon using systematic and objective methods, in order to understand it better and to develop principles and theories about it. (Richards et al., 1999, p. 315)
Research is one of the ways to find answers to your questions. (Kumar, 2005, p. 6)
Research is a systematic investigation to find solution to a problem. (Burns, 1997 cited in Kumar, 2014, p. 9)
Scientific research is a systematic, controlled, empirical and critical investigation of proposition of propositions about the presumed relationship about various phenomena.
(Kerlinger, 1986 cited in Kumar, 2014, p. 10)
l. What are three basic elements of research?
 Question, data and analysis  Problem, solution and analysis Question, analysis and interpretation
2. Which of the following are two major goals of research?  
To understand a given issue more effectively 
To search for subjective and vague ideas about a topic [image: ]
 To develop theories about a particular topic
3. The prefix re’ in the word 'research' refers to:
	 again	never	 revise
4. The term 'search' refers to:
to examine things superficially a to examine things closely and carefully a to examine things carelessly [image: ]
5. Which of the following is not the basic concern of research?	[image: ]
 Finding a solution to a problem a Finding an answer to a question a Finding the ways of making people confused about an issue.






Match the following words with their meanings, and develop a glossary for chapter one,
	[image: ]
	
	Words
	Meaning s

	Enquiry/ inquiry
	a process of finding out new things, realities, or theories

	Investigation
	asking questions/showing curiosity about certain topic

	Systematic
	a study based on experiments and tests

	Empirical
	way of doing things in a good manner, but not roughly and randomly.

	Quantitative
	having the features related with quality, but not quantity

	Qualitative
	having numerical features

	Data
	questions framed by researcher to shape the objectives/goals of research

	Research Questions
	information given by the respondents, or information collected from different sources

	Hypothesis
	factors about which research is conducted

	Variables
	an unproven statement about some issue; it may be proved or disproved by the research




	
	




Write 'A' if you agree and 'NA" if you do not agree with the following ideas.

1. Research begins with one's curiosity to find out something special in his or her field of expertise. 
	[image: ]2.	The research problem is also called the research topic. It is similar to title, but not identical
3. Research means working again and again on certain topic to find out a new solution, answer or theory. (.....)[image: ]
4. Research can be of two types: quantitative and qualitative. Quantitative research is related with numerical analysis, while qualitative research is related with non— numerical analysis. 
	5.	The following is the part of quantitative research:
The majority of teachers (82%) said that students were interested in working in their groups in the grammar lessons. Only 20% teachers reported that group work was effective in the listening. 
6. The following is the part of qualitative research:
The teachers had both positive and negative attitudes towards group work. Teacher A, for example, stated that group work was effective in the reading and grammar lessons. Teacher B also had a similar version: "Group work is effective mostly in grammar practice and speaking activities." However, Teachers C and D pointed out the limitations of group work.... (.....)
7. A proposal is a plan for the research. (..... )
8. A thesis is a report of the research. 

You are going to conduct mini—research on the topic 'attitudes of teachers about using mobile phones in the class'. You've decided to interview at least fifty teachers about the research problem. Now, prepare five questions that you may ask to these teachers.
· 
· 
· 
· 
INTRODUCTION
Research is a systematic process of investigation. It helps to find out new theories, [image: ]practices and behavior in one's field. It also helps to confirm the validity of established theories. It is believed that the research either proves or disproves the theories with the help of evidence and data. The processes involved within research are very scientific, systematic and accurate, In the academic field such as teaching and learning English, the position of research is really very high. Research in English education can be dealt with effectively by focusing on the general features of language research. This chapter is focused on helping students conceptualize the definitions, characteristics, paradigms and types of language research. It presents the basics of research.
1.1 DEFINING RESEARCH
A)Which of the following is the most effective meaning of research? 
(a) A way of copying information from other's work
      (b) A process of looking into certain problem to find out a solution to this
       (c) A process of doing creative writing
Can you identify three adjectives from the list below that describe the nature of research?
(a) Systematic (b) Consistent (c) Random (d) Vague (e) informal (f) non—academic
(g) empirical
The term 'research' has clearly visible two morphemes, 're—' and 'search'. The prefix 're—' may refer to the way of doing things again and again. And the root 'search' has a dictionary meaning, i.e. to examine things closely and carefully to find out a solution. Thus, the word 'research' refers to a process of examining and finding out a solution to the particular problem that we have identified in our field. It is also defined as a systematic field of inquiry. It is totally academic and systematic process that is aimed at searching for knowledge through logical and justifiable means. Logic, evidence and data are central in every research work.
Let's consider some of the definitions of research that may point out its meaning, purpose and activities.
Research is a systematic process of inquiry consisting of three elements or components: (l) a question, problem, or hypothesis (2) data (3) analysis and interpretation of data. (Nunan, 2010, p. 2)
Research is the study of an event, problem or phenomenon using systematic and objective methods, in order to understand it better and to develop principles and theories about it. (Richards et al., 1999, p. 315)
Research is one of the ways to find answers to your questions. (Kumar, [image: ] 2005, p. 6)
The word research is composed of two syllables, re and search. The dictionary defines the former as a prefix meaning again, a new or over again and the latter as a verb meaning to examine closely and carefully, to test and try, or to probe. Together they form a noun describing a careful, systematic, patient study and investigation in some field of knowledge, undertaken to establish facts or principles. (Grinnell, 1993 cited in Kumar, 2014, p. 9)
Research is a systematic investigation to find solution to a problem. (Burns, 1997 cited in Kumar, ibid.)
[image: ]Scientific research is a systematic, controlled, empirical and critical investigation of proposition of propositions about the presumed relationship about various phenomena. (Ker linger, 1986 cited in Kumar, ibid.)
These definitions of research successfully lead us to a precise conclusion that it is a process which involves a systematic investigation about a problem that is identified in one's field. The systematic investigation usually involves data collection and analysis procedures. The results of such systematic process may also help us to sketch new theories, principles and understandings about an issue of the related field. As an English language teacher and researcher, one can do research to find out the answers of the questions such as:
· What do students think about my teaching?
· What do I need to do to become a better teacher?
· Why are some students good at their studies while others are not?
· What affect does the home environment have on the academic achievement of a child?
· What, in students' opinion, are the attributes of a good teacher?
· Do I have the attributes that make a good teacher?
· What is the attitude of students towards homework?
· What determines students' motivation in their studies?
· Is there a relationship between academic achievement and occupation aspirations? (Kumar,2014, p. 4)
An interesting point is that new knowledge can be added to one's field through research. We can also confirm or reject the established theory from the further research work. So, research is a continuous process of testing, elaborating and verifying the issues of a particular field.
1.2 CHARACTERISTICS OF RESEARCH
Which one of the following is not true about research?
a) Research is a rigorous study.
b) Research is a consistent and systematic process. 
c) Research must always be empirical.
Research is commonly defined as a systematic process of investigating facts and theories about an identified issue. This process involves basically collecting, analyzing and interpreting the relevant information. There are some characteristic features of research that prove it to be systematic process of investigation. "To be called 'research', the process must have certain characteristics and fulfill some requirements: it must, as far as possible, be controlled, rigorous, systematic, valid and verifiable, empirical and critical" (Kumar, 2014, p. 10). The basic characteristics of research are the basic guidelines for the researchers of different fields. The characteristics pointed out by Kumar (2014) are briefly discussed below.
1. Controlled: Research is a controlled activity. A researcher has to control the factors that influence its results. For example, if one is carrying out research on the role of motivation in the learning of English, there can be other various factors to influence English language learning. Apart .from motivation, the factors such as attitude, aptitude, home environment, classroom management, etc. may also affect the success of learners to acquire English. Only motivation cannot be a factor. So, in the research the factors other than motivation must be controlled. Though controlling such factors is not easy, it must be done to make the research result more reliable. If we control other causes, our planned cause (e.g. motivation) can be examined accurately.
2. Rigorous: Research is a rigorous study. Being rigorous is one of the characteristic features of social science research. It means that the researcher must be sincere, careful and serious about each component and procedure of the research. Research questions, data collection tools' procedures, etc. need to be relevant, appropriate and justifiable.
3. Systematic: Research is a systematic process of investigation. Each step must follow systematic procedures. There is a logical sequence of the activities in the research. When the problem is mapped out, the research questions and objectives are set. Then, tools are designed and data are collected. The results are outlined after the collected data are analyzed. About the systematicity of the research process, Kumar (2014) states:
This implies that the procedures adopted to undertaken an investigation follow a certain logical sequence. The different steps cannot be taken in a haphazard way. Some procedures must follow others. (p. 10)
4. Valid and verifiable: The research results need to be valid and verifiable. They provide the answers of all research questions accurately with facts, figures and logics. The accuracy and effectiveness of research findings can be tested and verified by anyone else through further research and examinations. Kumar (2014) points out:
This concept implies that whatever you conclude on the basis of your findings is correct and can be verified by you and others. (p. 10)
5. Empirical: Another important characteristics feature of research includes being empirical which means that research is mostly based on hard evidence such as experiments, experiences, observations, face to face interactions, authentic responses, and so on. "Any conclusions drawn are based upon hard evidence gathered from information collected from real—life experiences or observation" (Kumar, 2014, p. 10).
6. Critical: Research allows 'critical scrutiny'. According to Ranjit Kumar, critical scrutiny of the procedures used and the methods employed is crucial [image: ]to a research enquiry.
Another perspective of research as being critical is that every researcher has critical questions against the issues identified for the research, such critical enquiries lead successfully towards effective research questions, objectives, and analysis and interpretation of data.
7. Consistent, formal and academic: Research writing is characterized by the features such as being consistent, formal and academic. The language used, the mechanics, e.g. font type and size, the ways of citation and references,
etc. are consistent in effective research proposals and theses. Similarly, the writing style is formal and impersonal. It is academic writing. We find academic style in terms of vocabulary, grammar and organization. It is much precise, too. Other features of academic writing such as comparison, generalization, organization, beginning and ending styles, etc. are also very common is research writing.
1.3 RATIONALE/PURPOSES OF DOING RESEARCH
                     Why do peoplecarry out research?
(a) To find out a solution to a problem of their field, e.g. how to involve students in classroom interaction?
(b) To confirm whether certain theory is accurate or not in their specific contexts, e.g. does L l always interfere English learning?
(c) To explore the opinions of majority of people about a given issue; e.g. should we allow mobile phones in the English lessons?
(d) To outline the effectiveness of certain variable; e.g. effectiveness of non— authentic English textbooks.
(NOTE: You may choose more than one answer)
The basic meaning of research, i.e. a way of answering to your enquiry, clearly indicates the rationale of doing research. This implies that research is carried out to state the solutions to a problem and answers to the questions. To be more specific, the research findings are used for various purposes such as finding out a new theory/ knowledge, confirming the established theory/knowledge, showing the cause and effect relationship between different variables, comparing and contrasting between two issues, exploring and explaining various reasons of an issue, and so on. Such functions and uses of research clearly justify its rationale. Kumar (2014) suggests:
Research develops in you a way of thinking that is logical and rational and that encourages you to critically examine every aspect of your day—to—day situation, It helps you to understand and formulate guiding principles that govern a particular procedure in your practice, and develop and test new ways that contribute to the advancement of your practice and profession. This way of thinking develops in you a very different perspective to your work. Research develops this analytical way of thinking in you, and the knowledge
of research methodology provides you with the techniques to find answers to your research questions. This research orientation becomes a cycle of your practice which, in turn, encourages you to further observe, question, explore, test and understand various aspects of your practice. (p. 2)
Similarly, Bhandari (2014) elaborates the reasons for research.
It is an investigation or experimentation aimed at the discovery and interpretation of facts. It can also be carried out for revision of accepted theories at the discovery and interpretation of facts. It can also be carried out for revision of accepted theories or laws in the light of new fact. A piece of research may be carried out to receive a degree from a university or to develop profession or to solve some practical problems. (Bhandari, 2014).
Following Kumar (2014) and Bhandari (2014), the specific purposes of doing research are precisely stated in the bullet points below.[image: ]
· To develop a new way of thinking about the issues of the related field. Research develops logical and rational way of thinking. It encourages to critically examine every aspect of a given issue.
· To develop guiding principles or theories about one's practice and profession. For example, as an English language teacher, one may do research within his or her classroom and develop an effective theory of teaching English pronouns to the speakers of the Maithili language.
· To develop effective policies and programmes which may improve a particular situation or system of one's field.
· To collect accurate and reliable evidence for one's practice. Research confirms whether something you are doing is right or wrong. If you are doing things correctly, research provides you evidence. If you are doing things in a wrong way, for example, the research helps you to correct it. [image: ] To confirm, elaborate and expand the established theory of a given field. For example, research in ELT practice may help us to elaborate the importance of communicative approach to English language teaching in the context of Nepal.
· To find out the solution to a problem of one's field. Research provides immediate solution to a problem. For example, an English language teacher finds it difficult to teach reported speech to the group of Gurung speakers. Now, he or she can conduct an action research and find an effective solution.
· To develop a space for the further research of the same field. One research may build a foundation for the another. For example, an action research on ELT lessons of Gurung students may be insightful for a researcher who has a problem of teaching English grammar to the speakers of the Rai language.
1.4 APPLICATIONS OF RESEARCH
The findings of each research has very important applications in the related field. As an English language teacher and researcher, one has conducted research on 'strategies for learning vocabulary'. How are the findings of this research applied in the classroom?
(a) Teachers may help their students to adopt new strategies of learning vocabulary.
(b) They design suitable activities to teach vocabulary.
(c) Teachers teach words and their meanings in the usual way that is traditionally used.
Students read the research findings one by one every day.
(NOTE: Two of the given options are effective applications of research, while others are not.)
The researches findings are not just for the sake of the research itself. They are to be applied effectively in the related field so that innovative changes can be made in the usual practice. Kumar (2014) identifies two broad areas for the applications of the research findings: (a) practice development, and (b) policy formation.
The use of research findings is mostly 'applied', that is, they are often used in [image: ] the development of practice skills and procedures, and the formulation of practice policies. (p.6)
Not only the research findings but also the research skills and methods place significant roles in framing the behaviors of the professionals such as teachers' psychologists, social workers, etc. The teachers for example, can show consistency, preciseness, objectivity, and accuracy in their writing, teaching and behaving.
Kumar (2014) suggests the applications of the findings of the social research by categorizing them from four different perspectives. They are:
l. Applications from the perspective of service provider
2. Applications from the perspective of administrator or manager
3. Applications from the perspective of service consumer
4. Applications from the perspective of the professional
[image: ]The service providers such as teachers and principals of schools can make appropriate use of research findings by focusing on their service. They can find out effectiveness of their teaching, for example. Similarly, teachers can improve their teaching strategies; they can find out the solutions to the classroom problems too.
Similarly, applications of language research can be possible to interpret from the perspective of administrator or manager: The educational administrators such as school principal, campus chief and academic director of an institution may apply the research findings by focusing on needs of students, training for the teacher, activities of the institution, effectiveness of teachers and their teaching, and so on.
As the service consumers, students may also be able to apply research findings in their learning course. For example, they may learn English in the effective ways; they may take responsibility of their learning, and they may search for materials for learning.
The professionals such as English language teachers also benefit from the research findings. They apply the research findings in their professional activities. For applications they may choose the most effective teaching techniques; they may also find relationship between classroom interaction and English language learning. Similarly, teachers may be able to teach according to the attitude and interests of their students.
The following figure shows the four perspectives of research applications. But this figure is not confined to language research. It presents applications for any general type of social research.
Fig 1.1: The application of research (adopted from Kumar, 2014, p. 8).

1.5 PARADIGMS OF RESEARCH
Discuss and decide.
What can be one of the priorities of the quantitative research? 
         Numerical data 
          Non—numerical data
What are more effective in the qualitative research?
                         Narratives
                          Statistical tools
The term 'paradigm' literally refers to 'the typical way something is done or -L thought about' (OALD, 9th edition). In this sense, the paradigm of research refers to the typical way in which a particular research study is done. Mainly two dominant paradigms of social research are identified and elaborated in terms of their data collection methods, analysis and interpretation procedures, and underpinning philosophy. These two paradigms are: (a) qualitative paradigm, and (b) quantitative paradigm. The quantitative paradigm suggests that the methodology of physical [image: ] sciences can be applied to the research of social sciences such as English language learning and teaching. The scientific methods and experiments are used in the quantitative research, and data are quantified. Different statistical tools are used to [image: ]analyze the data. But the qualitative paradigm of research suggests that the methodology of physical science may not be able to investigate many different aspects of social sciences. Information is not always possible to quantify in numbers, figures and tables. Kumar (2014) introduces precisely these two major paradigms of research by pointing out basic features of each of them.
The crucial question that divides the two dominant paradigms is whether [image: ] the methodology of the physical sciences can be applied to the study of social phenomena. The paradigm that is rooted in the physical sciences is called the quantitative, systematic, scientific or positivist approach to social enquiry. The opposite paradigm has come to be known as the qualitative, ethnographic, ecological or naturalistic approach. The advocates of the two opposing sides have developed their own values, terminology, methods and techniques to understand social phenomena. (pp. 30—31)
[image: ]1.5.1 Quantitative Paradigm (Positivism)
Quantitative paradigm of research is heavily influenced by the philosophical position which is known as 'positivism'. According to the positivist paradigm, "All genuine knowledge is based on the sense experience and can be advanced only by means Of
observation and experiment. The methodological procedures of natural science may be directly applied to the social sciences" (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2007, p. 9). It suggests that the scientific methods including hypothesis formation, tests, experiments and Conclusion may help to get a valid and reliable results of the research.
Since quantitative research paradigm has the theoretical basis upon the positivist approach to social science, it is also known as the positivist paradigm and requires experiments and quantification of data even in the social sciences such as ELT, education and psychology. It is more objective, systematic and scientific in its procedures than other paradigms of research. It involves numerical calculations and statistical measurements through the tools such as percentage, mean, median, standard deviation, etc. Kumar (2014) precisely presents the essence of the quantitative/positivist paradigm of social research, focusing on its procedures, aims and priorities.
The quantitative approach follows a rigid, structured and predetermined set of procedures to explore; aims to quantify the extent of variation in a phenomenon; emphasizes the measurement of variables and the objectivity of the process; believes in substantiation on the basis of a large sample size; gives importance to the validity and reliability of findings; and communicates findings in an analytical and aggregate manner, drawing conclusions and inferences that can be generalized. (p. 14)
The basic assumptions or features of the quantitative paradigm of research can be precisely stated in the points below.
· Quantitative research follows a rigid, structured and predetermined set of procedures. For example, samples are selected using a given scientific method, and carefully structured questionnaires are used to elicit the data. Questions which are asked in the interview are already planned and set. The quantification tools such as percentage, mean, scores, etc. are determined before the research.
· It emphasizes objectivity and scientificness in the research process. The researcher cannot influence the facts and findings with his or her opinions, evaluation and ideology. Research is independent from subjective interpretation and in—depth elaboration.
· It requires a large sample size and presents a generalization from the extensively collected data.
· It involves numerical calculations such as percentage, mean, median, range, standard deviation, and so on.
· It is deductive in nature. Research proceeds from theory and hypothesis to actual data and testing.
· It gives importance to validity and reliability of findings. Data are collected and analyzed using scientific methods to ensure validity and reliability.
1.5.2 Qualitative Paradigm (Post—positivist approach)
While quantitative paradigm of research is influenced by the positivist approach to social science, qualitative paradigm is influenced by the post—positivist approach, which is also known as naturalistic approach. According to this paradigm, knowledge is not always advanced by experiments and scientific methods. It suggests that there are so many interesting and important areas of life which cannot be quantified in number. Those areas are qualitative in nature. Our inner experiences, creations, intentions, etc. are such qualitative features which cannot be expressed and analysed through the mechanical tools such as percentage and standard deviation. The naturalistic approach suggests that human behaviour is not passive and controlled, but it is guided by freedom, responsibility and creativity. The intentions of people can be interpreted.
The qualitative research paradigm suggests exploring the naturalistic and qualitative aspects of human life, including intentions, experiences, creativities and inner— feelings. It goes into depth of the respondents through interviews, interactions, and discussions. Qualitative research prefers small sample size but deeper investigation on them. Interpretations are used, and the researcher may link personal experiences and theories with those of the respondents. So, qualitative research is not as objective as quantitative one. Regarding its procedures and features, Kumar (2014) states:
The qualitative approach follows an open, flexible and unstructured approach to enquiry; aims to explore diversity than to quantify; emphasizes the description and narration of feelings, perceptions and experiences rather than their measurement, and communicates findings in a descriptive and narrative rather than analytical manner, placing no or less emphasis on generalization. (p. 14)
The basic assumptions or features of the qualitative research paradigm can be [image: ]precisely outlined in the points below.
· Qualitative research follows an open, flexible and unstructured procedures. For example, questions to respondents are not previously set. During the interaction, questions emerge naturally. However, planning is obviously there.
· The research tries to explore in—depth information, of various types, but not to quantify the information. So, the nature of research is not objective, but rather subjective.
· Opinions, experiences and attitudes are described and interpreted. They are not quantified and analyzed with the help of numerical calculations.
· Qualitative research does not require for large sample size. Few people are consulted, but for a long period of time and for in—depth information.  
· It is inductive in nature; the data such as narratives and experiences may lead one towards the theory.
· Its goal is not to make generalizations from analysis but to develop various interpretations of the given issues.
1.5.3 Distinction between quantitative and qualitative paradigms
The distinction between quantitative and qualitative paradigms is perceived to be too traditional since these two approaches to social research may successfully exist together. One may adopt certain features of both paradigms with the same single research. This particular way of blending the procedures of both paradigms is also known as 'the mixed method'. Kumar (2014) mentions:
Since the mid—1960s there has been a growing recognition that both paradigms have their place, and this has led to the mixed method to social enquiry . . . The mixed method uses the strengths of both quantitative and qualitative research. It aims to select the best methods, regardless of the qualitative—quantitative divide. (p. 31)
Though distinctions are attempted to minimize, there are still certain features which tend to distinguish between the two traditional paradigms of research. Nunan (2010) clearly states:
Those who draw a distinction suggest that quantitative research is obtrusive and controlled, objective, generalisable, outcome oriented, and assumes the existence of 'facts' which are somehow external to and independent of the observer or researcher. Qualitative research, on the other hand, assumes that all knowledge is relative, that there is a subjective element to all knowledge and research, and that holistic, ungeneralizable studies are justifiable, (p. 3)
Similarly, Kumar (2014) concisely distinguishes the two research paradigms as:
In the quantitative or structured approach of enquiry, everything that forms the research process — objectives, design, sample, the questions that you plan to ask of your respondents — is predetermined. The unstructured or qualitative approach, by contrast, allows you as a researcher complete flexibility in all these aspects of the process. (p 14).
The specific distinctions between these two paradigms are precisely presented in the table below.
Table 1.1: Distinctions between quantitative and qualitative paradigms of research.
	
	Quantitative Research
	Qualitative Research

	Basic assumption
	l.
[image: ]
	Reality is absolute and objective. Information can be analysed objectively by quantifying it.
	l.
	Reality is relative and subjective. There can be multiple realities of a single entity too.
Information about social issues needs to be interpreted in terms of its qualities.

	Approach to enquiry
(Methodology)
	2.
	Research methodology is structured, rigid and predetermined.
	2.
	Research methodology is unstructured,flexible and open.

	Purpose
	3.
	To quantity and analyze the information and to generalize an idea on the basis of analysis.
	3.
	To describe, narrate and interpret certain situation, issue or value.

	Data collection Procedure (Tools and methods)
	4.
	The data collection tools are usually structured interviews, closed—ended questionnaires, observation checklists, and tests.
	4.
	The data collection tools are usually open—ended interviews, open—ended questionnaires, open observation, and focus group discussion.

	Data •analysis procedures
	5.
	Data are analysed, using statistical tools, tables, charts, graphs, numericals, and so on. Comparison and contrasts are so common in analysis. They lead to a generalization.
	S.
[image: ]
	Data are analyzed, using narrative, quotations, descriptions, interpretations, critical comments, etc. The results are usually linked with previously established theories.

	Sample size
	6.
	Since it requires generalization at the end of research, the sample size must be large.
Generalization from few opinions of few people may not be valid and reliable.
	6.
	Sample size is small, but interactions with sample units will be long and detail.

	Organization of findings
	7.
[image: ]
	Findings are based on the analysis of data. They are [image: ]organized systematically leading to a complete conclusion or generalization
	7.
	Findings are more descriptive and narrative in nature. Generalization is rarely likely from the findings.


(Also see the Appendix Il at the end of the chapter) Nunan (2010) presents a more precise distinction between quantitative and qualitative research paradigms. According to him, this distinction was framed by Richardt and Cook ( 1979). Let's see it for the moment.
Table 1.2: Distinction between quantitative and qualitative research
	
	Qualitative research
	
	Quantitative research

	l.
	Advocates use of qualitative methods
	1.
	Advocates use of quantitative methods

	2.
	Concerned with understanding human behavior from the actor's own frame of references
	2.
	Seeks facts or causes of social phenomena without regard to the subjective states of the individuals

	3.
	Naturalistic and uncontrolled observation
	3.
	Obstructive and controlled measurement

	4.
	Subjective
	4.
	Objective

	S.
	Close to the data: the 'insider' perspectives
	5.
	Removed from the data: the 'outsider' perspective

	6.
	Grounded, discovery—oriented, exploratory, expansionist, descriptive, and inductive
	6.
	Ungrounded, verification—oriented, confirmatory, reductionist, inferential, and hypothetical deductive

	7.
	Process—oriented valid: 'real', 'rich', and 'deep' data
	7.
	Outcome—oriented Reliable: 'hard' and replicable data

	8.
	Ungeneralisable: single case studies Assumes of dynamic reality
	8.
	Generalisable: multiple case studies Assume a stable reality


1.6 TYPES OF RESEARCH: AN OVERVIEW
	Types of research
	Definitions

	Survey research
	Research for immediate solution to a practical problem

	Experimental research
	Research on the interaction patterns of students and teacher

	Action research
	Research which is focused on tests and experiments

	Case Study
	Research for general investigation of people's attitudes and opinions

	Interaction Analysis 
	Research on a particular issue, event, person, or condition.


 Can you match the types of research with the precise definitions?
Research in the social sciences can be categorized into many different types, Regarding with different perspectives such as underlying philosophy, objectives, applications, information sources and designs. Particularly research on ELT issues may have different forms and types in terms of its focus and objectives. For example' the research on 'effectiveness of self—correction in English language learning' is different from the research on 'perceptions of teachers towards self—correction [image: ]activities in English language learning'. The first one is an experimental research' while the later one is a survey. However, we may not be able to distinguish a particular type of research only from its topic; we need to see clearly what its objectives and methodologies are.
The figure below presents an overview of different types of research which are categorized from five different categories: applications, objectives, enquiry modes' sources and designs.

1.6.1 On the basis of Application
Research findings have very useful applications in the related field. Research is an academic activity which brings about changes and innovations in the professionals' practice. On the basis of the nature of its applications into the practical fields, the research can be classified into two major types: pure research and applied research.
Pure research
The research, which has no or very little application in the practical field but is important for developing theories and hypotheses, is known as pure research. Bailey (1978) states:
Pure research involves developing and testing theories and hypotheses that are intellectually challenging to the researcher but may or may not have practical application at the present time or in the future. Thus such work often involves the testing of hypotheses containing very abstract and specialized concepts. (cited in Kumar, 2014, p. 11)
The pure research is also focused on developing research methods and procedures. The results of such research are typically useful for theorists, methodologists, experts, and researchers. Kumar (2014) suggests:

Pure research is also concerned with the development, examination, verification and refinement of research methods, procedures, techniques and tools that form the body of research methodology. Examples of pure research include developing a sampling technique that can be applied to a particular situation; developing a methodology to assess the validity of a procedure; developing an instrument, say, to measure the stress level in people; and findings the best way of measuring people's attitudes. The knowledge produced through pure research is sought in order to add to the existing body of knowledge of research methods. (pp. 11—12)
Pure research is also called theoretical research. Its primary goal is to verify, expand or reformulate the body of existing knowledge or theory.
Applied research
The research which has explicit applications in the concerned field is known as applied research. The practitioners of a particular field, e.g. English language teachers, may directly benefit from such types of research.
The applied research is used for immediate and practical use of study. It is primarily focused on finding out the solutions of the problems of a given field.
Most of the research in the social science is applied. In other words, the research techniques, procedures and methods that form the body of research methodology are applied to the collection of information about various aspects of a situation, issue, problem or phenomenon so that the information gathered can be used in other ways — such as for policy formulation, administration and the enhancement of understanding of a phenomenon. (Kumar, 2014, p. 13)
The research which focuses on the problems and issues of the students and teachers, learning and teaching, classrooms and materials, may be characterized as applied research. An important point is that the applied research gets theoretical insights from the findings of the pure research.
1.6.2 On the basis of Objectives
On the basis of its major objectives, research can be broadly classified into four different types: descriptive, correlational, explanatory and exploratory. Each type is distinguished from the specific objectives that it is meant for.
Descriptive research
As its name suggests, the descriptive research describes a situation or an issues. It also describes the or attitudes of people towards any topic. For example, if one carries out the research on 'interaction opportunities for the students in ELT classes' and describes what type of interaction opportunities the students have got in their classes, then this research can be a descriptive research.
A research study classified as a descriptive study attempts to describe systematically a situation, problem, phenomenon, service or programme, or provides information about, say, the living conditions of a community, or describes attitudes towards as issue. (Kumar, 2014, p, 13)
Correlational research
Correlational research is such a type of research that is aimed at establishing a relationship between two factors or variables. For example, a research on 'the interdependence between home assignment and classroom performance of English language learners' may characterize the correlational research. Kumar (2014) views:
The main emphasis in a correlational study is to discover or establish the [image: ]of a relationship, association or interdependence between two or more aspects of a situation or phenomenon. For example, what is the impact of an advertising campaign on the sale of a product? What is the relationship between technology and unemployment? What is the effect of a health service on the control of a disease, or the home environment on educational achievement? (p. 13)
Explanatory research
Explanatory research is the one which has an objective to elaborate the causes and manners of the relationships between the two or more entities. It explains the issue more effectively. So, it is qualitative in nature. It presents the answers of 'how' and 'what' aspects.
Explanatory research attempts to clarify why and how there is a relationship between two aspects of a situation or phenomenon. This type of research attempts to explain, for example, why stressful living results in heart attacks; why a decline in mortality is followed by a fertility decline; or how the home environment affects children's level of academic achievement. (Kumar, 2014, p. 13)
Exploratory research
When the research is focused on investigating the area about which little or nothing is known, the research is known as exploratory research. It is usually carried out when the researcher is interested to find out new dimensions of a given area. Exploration is the major objective of this type of research. Kumar (2014) views:
The fourth type of research, from the viewpoint of the objectives of a study, is called exploratory research. This is when a study is undertaken with the objective either of exploring an area here little is known or of investigating the possibilities of undertaking a particular research study. (p. 13)
1.6.3 On the basis of Enquiry mode
Mode of enquiry describes the basic philosophy of the research. On the basis of this [image: ] there are three different types of research. Actually, they are the broad paradigms of social investigation. They are: quantitative research, qualitative research and mixed method research.
[image: ] Qualitative research is the type of research which attempts to quantity the information [image: ] collected from the sample population. An effective conclusion is drawn as a generalization from the rigorous analysis of the quantified data. The sample size is required to be significantly large for this type of research. Since the research methods are all systematic, scientific and logical, the quantitative research is objective and reliable to maximum extent. It is influenced by the positivist approach to social sciences.
Qualitative research, on the other hand, is much concerned with the creative and dynamic qualities of a given problem. Research in social sciences is assumed to be different from the physical science research. Quantification is not possible for all the information about life. Human attitudes, feelings, inner—experiences can be naturally' interpreted, using an open, flexible and unstructured methodology. Qualitative research is intended the describe, narrate and interpret the social issues, e.g. English language learning. It requires small sample size, and in—depth interview and interaction. It is guided by post—positivists position which is also known as 'naturalistic approach'.
Mixed method approach allows the effective procedure from both quantitative and qualitative research types. It has no unique and specific methodology at all. But, it assumes that both paradigms of research have their own values and significance. According to the context and issue of the research, one can choose any paradigm, and if needed, the procedures of both paradigms can be adopted to carry out the given research most effectively.
The mixed method approach uses the strengths of both quantitative and qualitative research. It aims to select the best methods, regardless of the qualitative-quantitative divide, to find answers to the research questions. In extremely simple terms, the mixed methods approach to social research combines two or more methods to collect and analyses data pertaining to the research problem. These methods could be either a mix of quantitative and qualitative or belong to only one paradigm. The approach is based upon the rationale that for certain situations qualitative techniques are better and for some others the quantitative. Hence, to get the best outcome a research study you need to combine both approaches or use more than one method. (Kumar, 2014, pp. 14—16).
1.6.4 On the Basis of Research Designs
There are different types of research on the basis of the designs they adopt. In the fields of language learning and teaching, the research designs such as survey research, experimental research, action research, case study and interaction analysis are most commonly used. These research designs will be elaborated at length in Chapter Four of this book. Here, we may focus on short introduction with definitions.
Survey research
Survey is a type of research that seeks for general condition of a situations opinions of people, or current status of an issue. The surveys require large sample size, and data are collected and analyzed to develop a generalization. Experiments, in—depth study, critical aspects of the issue are not commonly expected from the survey research.
Experimental research
This is a type of research which requires experimentation of the given issues. The effectiveness of one variable (e.g. motivation) in the given area (e.g. in English language learning) is tested and verified through experimental research. It involves two groups: experimental and control. The experimental group is given with new treatment, but control group is controlled from this treatment. Ultimately, the effectiveness of the new treatment can be detected from the comparison between the two groups.
Action research
Action research is different from other types of research in that the researcher is engaged not only in the research but also in the 'action' at his/her usual work place. The researcher is involved in the research and in the action at a time with a specific
aim at finding out an immediate solution to a problem he or she has faced in the workplace. For example, an English teacher may conduct action research to find out the solution to a problem that has been seen in his or her classroom. If Students do not pay attention properly in the writing lesson, for example, action research can be carried out to find out an effective solution. It has unique methodology too.
Case study
It is the research design which focuses on finding out information—both qualitative and quantitative — about an identified case, which is usually extra—ordinary issue, person or event. The investigation about a case is known as case study. Nunan (2010) defines case study as "the-investigation of the way a single phenomenon or instance functions in context" (p. 229).
Interaction analysis: When a researcher is interested in carrying out a research on the interaction patterns of people, he or she is involved in the research design called 'interaction analysis'. Since interaction has a pivotal role in language learning and teaching, this design of research has earned special attention of the language researchers. Classroom interactions between teachers and students, students and [image: ]students, and texts and students are analyzed for specific applications.


Smart Summary of the chapter
1. Definitions of research
· Research is a systematic process of inquiry consisting of three elements or components: (1) a question, problem, or hypothesis (2) data (3) analysis and interpretation of data. (Nunan, 2010, p. 2)
· Research is the study of an event, problem or phenomenon using systematic and objective methods, in order to understand it better and to develop principles and theories about it. (Richards et al., 1999, p. 315)
· Research is one of the ways to find answers to your questions. (Kumar, 2005, p. 6) Research is a systematic investigation to find solution to a problem. (Burns, 1997 cited in Kumar, ibid.)
· Scientific research is a systematic, controlled, empirical and critical investigation of proposition of propositions about the presumed relationship about various phenomena. (Kerlinger, 1986 cited in Kumar, ibid.)
[image: ]
2. Characteristics of Research
· Controlled: Research is a controlled activity. A researcher has to control the factors that influence its results.
· Rigorous: Research is a rigorous study. Being rigorous means that the researcher must be sincere, careful and serious about each component and procedure of the research.
· Systematic: Research is a systematic process of investigation. Each step must
                                  follow systematic procedures.
· Valid and verifiable: The research results need to be valid and verifiable. They provide the answers of all research questions accurately with facts, figures and logics.
· Empirical: Another important characteristic feature of research includes being empirical which means that research is mostly based on hard evidence such as experiments, experiences, observations, face to face interactions, authentic responses, and so on.
· Consistent, formal and academic: Research writing is characterized by the features such as being consistent, formal and academic.
3. Rationale/Purposes of Doing Research
· To find out a solution to a problem of their field, e.g. how to involve students in classroom interaction?
· To confirm whether certain theory is accurate or not in their specific contexts, e.g. does L1 always interfere English learning?
· To explore the opinions of majority of people about a given issue; e.g. should we allow mobile phones in the English lessons?
· [image: ]
· To outline the effectiveness of certain variable; e.g. effectiveness of non—authentic [image: ]English textbooks.
· To develop effective policies and programmes which may improve a particular situation or system of one's field.[image: ]
· To confirm, elaborate and expand the established theory of a given field. For example, research in ELT practice may help us to elaborate the importance of communicative approach to English language teaching in the context of Nepal.
4. Quantitative paradigm of research
· Quantitative research follows a rigid, structured and predetermined set of procedures.
· It emphasizes objectivity and scientificness in the research process.
· It requires a large sample size and presents a generalization from the extensively [image: ] collected data.
· It involves numerical calculations such as percentage, mean, median, range, standard deviation, and so on.[image: ]
· It is deductive in nature. Research proceeds from theory and hypothesis to actual data and testing.
· It gives importance to validity and reliability of findings. Data are collected and analyzed using scientific methods to ensure validity and reliability. [image: ]
5. Qualitative research paradigm
· Qualitative research follows an open, flexible and unstructured procedures.
· The research tries to explore in—depth information, of various types, but not to quantify the information.
· Opinions, experiences and attitudes are described and interpreted. They are not quantified and analyzed with the help of numerical calculations.
· Qualitative research does not require for large sample size. Few people are [image: ] consulted, but for a long period of time and for in—depth information.
· It is inductive in nature; the data such as narratives and experiences may lead one towards the theory.
· Its goal is not to make generalizations from analysis but to develop various interpretations of the given issues.
6. Distinction between quantitative and qualitative paradigms
	
	Qualitative research
	
	Quantitative research

	l.
	Advocates use of qualitative methods
	l.
	Advocates use of quantitative methods

	2.
	Concerned with understanding human behavior from the actor's own frame of references
	2.
	Seeks facts or causes of social phenomena without regard to the subjective states of the individuals

	3.
	Naturalistic and uncontrolled observation
	3.
	Obstructive and controlled measurement

	4.
	Subjective
	4.
	Objective

	5.
	Close to the data: the 'insider' perspectives
	5.
	Removed from the data: the 'outsider' perspective

	6.
	Grounded, discovery—oriented, exploratory, expansionist, descriptive, and inductive
	6.
	Ungrounded, verification—oriented, confirmatory, reductionist, inferential, and hypothetical deductive

	7.
	Process—oriented valid: 'real', 'rich', and 'deep' data
	7.
	Outcome—oriented Reliable: 'hard' and replicable data

	8.
	Ungeneralizable: single case studies Assumes of dynamic reality
	8.
	Generalizable: multiple case studies Assume a stable reality


7. Types of Research
	Types of research
	Definitions

	Survey research
	Research for immediate solution to a practical problem

	Experimental research
	Research on the interaction patterns of students and teacher

	Action research
	Research which is focused on tests and experiments

	Case Study
	Research for general investigation of people’s attitudes and opinions

	Interaction Analysis
	Research on a particular issue, event, person, or condition.


 

GLossary

	Academic style 
	a specific style of research writing which is impersonal, standard and formal in nature.

	Action research 
	a type of research that is aimed at finding out an immediate solution to a practical problem.

	Applied research 
	a type of research that is concerned with applications practical issues rather than formation of theories.

	Case Study 
	a type of research that is focused on finding out in-depth knowledge about a particular case.

	Experimental research 
	a type of research which is focused on tests and experiments. It usually involves two types of tests-pretest and posttest, and two types of groups - control group and experimental group.

	Hypothesis 
	a logic or statement formulated to test through research.

	Paradigms of research 
	philosophical grounds for doing research. These are broad perspectives of looking at research. they give guidelines for the research procedures. They are of two types: qualitative and quantitative.

	Positivism
	a school of thought that suggests that scientific methods such as tests and experiments make accurate conclusion of the research.

	Post-positivism
	a philosophical theory that suggests that the research


methodology used for natural sciences cannot be directly applied to the social sciences. It is also called naturalistic approach.	[image: ]
	Pure research 
[image: ]
	a type of research that is concerned with developing theories and principles.

	Qualitative research	
	a paradigm/type of research that includes open, flexible, and unstructured procedures for data collection and analysis. It is more subjective, and ensures in-depth analysis of the identified problem.

	Quantitative research 
	a paradigm/type of research that includes fixed and structured procedure for data collection and analysis. It is based on numerical presentation and calculation. So, it's objective and scientific.

	Research 
	a systematic process of investigation. It has two broad paradigms: qualitative and quantitative. The research procedures are guided by these two paradigms, but in many pieces of research in the field of English Education, the mixed method is also very common.

	Survey research 
	research for general investigation about people's attitudes, opinions and perceptions.

	Variables 
	factors about which research is carried out. They are of two


 types: dependent and      independent.

Basic References
Kumar, R. (2014). Research methodology. New Delhi: Sage.
[image: ] Nunan, D. (2010). Research methods in language Icarning. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Cohen, Manion and Morrison. (2007). Research Methods in Education. Milton Park: Routledge.
Focused Exercise-I (short-Answer Questions)
[image: ][image: ]Attempt these questions.
	Notes
· Adopt the process-writing technique, i.e. write, edit and rewrite; you may work individually, or in your pair or group. Try to complete each item within 10 to 12 minutes.
· This exercise is for your regular practice and processing ofwhat you are going to learn. So, attempt one [image: ] set of questions in a week in [image: ]a regular basis; these items may help for you to prepare for your tests too.



Set -A
     l.  	Define the term ‘research’along with its basic characteristic features.
2. "Research is a systematic investigation aimed at finding out a solution to your
problems." Elaborate this statement with examples.
3. Of many different characteristics of research, two important ones are being rigorous and systematic. What do they actually mean? Discuss.
4. Kumar (2014) categorizes applications of social research from four different perspectives. What are they? Discuss in brief.
5. What are the types of research according to their objectives? Discuss one of them in detail.
6. According to enquiry mode there are three types of research: quantitative, qualitative and mixed method. What is the essence of each type?
Set-B
	l.	What is research? Present various definitions and characteristics.
2. The style of research writing is usually suggested to be consistent, formal and academic. What do these features refer to? Discus with examples.
3. Discuss in brief the basic purposes of doing research in the field of ELT.
4. What are the applications of educational research? Explain.
5.	Distinguish between pure and applied research in terms of goals and applications of each.
6.	What is experimental research? How is it different from the survey? Explain.
Set -c
l. Kumar (2014) defines research as one of the ways of answering to your questions. Elaborate this definition with examples.
2. What are the basic characteristics of research? Discuss any two of them in brief.
3. Elaborate the rationale of doing research in the field of English education.
4. Distinguish between quantitative and qualitative research.
5.	How are the types of research classified on the basis of application? Discuss with examples.
6.	What is survey research? How is it similar to and different from the experimental research?

	Notes:
• Adopt the process-writing technique, i.e. write, edit and rewrite; you may work individually, or in your pair or group, try to complete each item within 12 to 15 minutes. Present the final draft in your group or in the whole class,


Attempt these questions.


1.Elaborate the concept of research along with definitions, descriptions, and characteristics.
2. What are the major purposes of research? Elaborate them with examples.
3. Research paradigms are broadly categorized into qualitative and quantitative types. The third paradigm which is the combined form of the two is also popular in the educational research. It is known as the mixed method paradigm. Discuss three paradigms of research in detail.
4. Present the classification of research according to the criteria such as application, objectives and enquiry modes. Then elaborate the types of research based on one of the criteria. 
5. What are different types of research which are distinguished from their study designs? Discuss each in brief.
6. Research is usually defined as a systematic investigation to find out solution to a problem. Justify the essence of this definition along with different characteristics and purposes of the research in English Education.
Focused Exercise-III(Objectives Questions)
Tick the best answer.
	Notes:
· Attempt to complete each of the following sets within 10 minutes.
· After completing each set, make self-correction by confirming the answer from the key given at the Appendix I of this chapter. 






SET-A
	
	a.	clarity	b.
	consistency

	
	d.
c. vagueness

	systematicness

	
	2.  The preface 're-' is the term 'research' refers to 
	

	
	a.	repeated and regular	b.
	restated theory

	
	c.	reminding search	d.
	recorded data

	3.

	Researching and writing are	activities
	


     l.	Which of the following is not a feature of research?
	a.	academic
		b.	non-academic

	c.	inconsistent
		d.	informal


4,	The term 'rigorous' as one of the characteristics of research refers to
	a.	being sincere, serious and intensive	b. being superficial
	c.	doing research on the complex topic d. doing research on the simple topic
5. is not a purpose of language research. 
        a. To find out a solution to a language related problem 
             b.To find out the summary of a long text
c. To find out the effectiveness of particular techniques of teaching.
d. To narrate the events of language lesson
6. According to positivist approach to investigation, all genuine knowledge is based on

a. observation and experiment
b.  description and narration
[image: ]
c. flexible and open tools	
d. naturalistic and qualitative data
7. Which of the following is NOT focused by the quantitative paradigm of research?
a. a rigid, structured and predetermined set of procedures
b. objectivity and scientificness in research process
c. numerical calculations such as percentage and mean
d. non-numerical descriptions and narratives
8. Qualitative approach is also termed as:
a. Positivist approach	b. Naturalistic approach
	c. Descriptive approach	d. Statistical approach
9. Which of the following is NOT focused by the qualitative paradigm of research?
a. open, flexible and unstructured approach
b. diversity and variety of information
c. descriptive and narrative analysis
d. objectivity and systematicity in research process
10. Reality is absolute and objective according to	research.
a. qualitative	b. quantitative
	c. non-statistical	d. interactional

Set-B
1.  In qualitative research what is true of the following? [image: ]Sample size is large
b. Research Methodology is rigid and structured
c. In-depth information is aimed
d. Numerical analysis is preferred
2.   Which of the following is not a research design?
a. survey research	b. experimental research
	c.	action research	d. pure research
3. is focused on developing theories and principles.
a. pure research	b. applied research
	c. explanatory research	
            d. action research
4. What is the goal of explanatory research?
a. To investigate the area about which little or nothing is known
b. To explain certain issues concerned with topic
[image: ]	c. To describe situation, issue or attitudes of people
d. To show correlation between two variables.
5. The effective procedures from both quantitative and qualitative research designs are adopted in the approach.
	a. naturalistic
	b. social science

	c. mixed method
6.	What is true about survey research?
	d. natural science

		a.	Sample size is small	[image: ]
	b. Sample size is large

		c.	Issues are critically analysed
	d. Generalisations cannot be made


7. An immediate solution to a problem is the goal of	research.

	a. experimental	b. survey
	c.	action	d. case study[image: ]
8. In qualitative design the data collection tools are usually

	a.	open-ended interviews	b. closed questionnaires
	c.	structured interview	d. observation checklists
9. Which of the following involves inductive approach to investigation?
	a.	surveys	b. experiments
[image: ]	c.	interaction analysis	d. action research
10. Which of the following stands for the four Ps model of research problem?
a. People, problems, programs and phenomenon
	[image: ]	b. People, price, problems, and programs
c. Price, principles, problems and programs
d. Principles, practices, problems and programs
	
	APPENDIX I : Answers of Objective Questions

	Items 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	4 
	5 
	6 
	7 
	8 
	9 
	10

	Set.A 
	c 
	a 
	a 
	a 
	b 
	a 
	d 
	b 
	d 
	b

	Set B 
	c 
	d 
	a 
	a 
	c 
	b 
	c 
	a 
	c 
	a


APPENDIX Il : Distinction between Qualitative and Quantitative Research
(Source : Kumar, 2014, p, 18)
	Difference with respect to:
	Quantitative a roach
	Qualitative a roach
	Mixed methods a roach

	Approach to enquiry
	Structured/ rigid/ predetermined methodology
	Unstructured/ flexible/open methodology
	Can be structured,
unstructured or both



	Main purpose of investigation
	To quantify the extent of variation in a phenomenon, situation, issue, etc.
	To describe variation in a phenomenon, situation, issue, etc.
	To quantity and/or explore with multiple or mixed methods a phenomenon to enhance accuracy or yield greater depth

	Measurement of variables
	Emphasis on some form of either measurement or classification of variables
	Emphasis on description of variables
	Measurement and/or description

	Sample size
	Emphasis on greater sample size
	Fewer cases
	Larger sample size for some aspects and smaller for others, depending upon the purpose.

	Focus of enquiry
	Narrow focus in terms of extent of enquiry, but assembles required information from a greater number of respondents/sources.
	Covers multiple issues but assembles required information from fewer respondents
	Narrow or broad, or both, depending upon the methods used

	Dominant research topic
	Explains prevalence, incidence; extent, nature of issues, opinions and attitude; discovers regularities and formulates theories
	Explore experiences, meanings, perceptions and feelings
	Both or either, depending upon the methods used

	Analysis of data
	Subjects variables to frequency distributions, cross tabulations or other statistical procedures
	Subjects responses, narratives or observational data to identification of themes and describes these
	Quantitative or qualitative or both, depending upon the objectives.



	Dominant research value
	Reliability and objectivity (value free)
	Authenticity, but dos not claim to be value-free
	Dominant value of one or both of the paradigms

	Communication of findings
	Organization more analytical in nature, drawing inferences and conclusions, and testing magnitude and strength of a relationship
	Organization more description and narrative in nature
	Similar to the quantitative and/or qualitative approach
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